
          MINUTES, VENETIAN SHORES HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  
       BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
            AUGUST 25, 2020 
 
PRESENT 
Danette Newberry, President 
Jim Doran, Vice President 
Judy Starr, Secretary 
Diane Ziomek, Treasurer 
Debbie Craig, Director; Communications 
Rebecca Callahan Newman, Director 
 
ABSENT 
Ken Davis, Director 
 
The Board met at Diane’s house on the patio from approximately 5 to 6 pm. 
 
                                                           DISCUSSION 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, July 20, 2020 Meeting.  Debbie moved and Diane seconded.  
Approval was unanimous. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT, July 2020.  Danette moved and Judy 
seconded.  Approval was unanimous. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS. 
Landscape Committee: Median.  Anne Lucey, landscape designer and landscaper, 
presented her design concept; she would also install the plantings.  (Because of her 
schedule, the meeting opened with this item, prior to the above items).  She told us that 
she has done landscaping in the Keys since 2001, operating her own business for the 
past four years.  She has a number of clients in Venetian Shores, and does roadside as 
well as residential landscaping.  She is chair of the Village Maintenance Committee.  
Her concept for VS landscaping is as follows:  (1)  no canopy (tall growing) trees 
beneath power lines, (2) a cohesiveness, or “rhyme and reason”, to the overall plan, (3) 
sustainability: native plantings (durability), easy care, no irrigation and no watering 
once plants have taken root, no weed killers (we would have to talk to Village about 
this, since they do maintenance), (4) a palm, a shrub, and ground cover in each bed 
(section between streets), totaling 4-6 plantings, and (5) working within our budget.  
Anne asked us to give us “a budget and a bed”.  After Anne left, Rebecca reported that 
Anne’s minimum for a job is $5,000.  We discussed what we could afford to spend 
within our overall budget, see what she proposed for that amount, and decide if we 
wanted to spend that or another amount.  Then we would decide on some sort of a 
schedule for landscaping all the beds over time.  After much discussion, Diane moved 



and Debbie seconded that we reply to Anne – with a budget of $5,000, for work on the 
bed between Palermo and San Remo.  The motion passed unanimously. 
  

In a related matter, Diane will email each of us a copy of the Accountant’s Compilation 
Report for 2019, which she had distributed to all Board members on January 11, at, or 
for new members after, the Annual Meeting on that day. 
 
Stormwater.  As of yet, the Board has received no response from the Village to the 
questions presented by Director Jim Doran at the Council’s March 5 meeting.  The 
Board determined that it would seek information directly from the Village and report 
what it found out in the upcoming newsletter.   
 
We have heard, indirectly, that the Council will only consider an engineering study, 
necessary before construction itself can be considered, if at least 50% of those VS 
homeowners who would be directly affected by a stormwater project request it.  At the 
July 16 Council meeting, Maria Bassett estimated that such a study would cost between 
$400,000 and $500,000 Village taxpayer dollars.  In a related vein, another VS neighbor 
who is a P.E. and Professor of Engineering at a major university, cautioned that since 
streets in our landfill-based development tend to settle after work (including paving, as  
on San Juan) is done, we should observe over the next few years what happens on the 
“beta tested” Phase 1 streets.  Any problems that develop we could than diagnose and 
avoid in future projects.    
 
As far as financial support for the project from any level of government, we recalled 
that Ken reminded us at the last meeting that such funds are very limited at this time. 
 
At this point, the Board would like to communicate through direct channels with the 
Village and hear its response to our earlier request.  Danette will contact Maria Bassett 
to set up some form of a meeting with Maria.  Information received is to be shared in 
the next Newsletter. 
 
ADJOURNMENT.  The meeting was adjourned due to rain.  Next meeting is to be at 
Diane’s house.  Date TBD. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Judy Starr 
Secretary 
 
  
 
 


